
 
 
260818 ChatGPT How would you describe the way ACHE Hammond organ player Peter Mellin and ACHE 
guitarist Finn Olafsson played together? 
 
ChatGPT.com at 10:35 a.m. Danish Summer time: 
 
How would you describe the way ACHE Hammond organ player Peter Mellin and ACHE guitarist Finn 
Olafsson played together? 
 
The interplay between Peter Mellin’s Hammond organ and Finn Olafsson’s guitar was one of the defining 
musical relationships in the original ACHE.  
It was less a matter of guitar accompanying organ, or vice versa, than of two contrasting melodic voices 
constantly pushing against and responding to each other. 

Finn himself describes ACHE as alternating between carefully composed thematic/harmonic passages and 
freer sections in which Mellin on Hammond and Finn on guitar could improvise.  
He specifically characterizes his own guitar approach as somewhat blues-influenced, while Mellin brought a 
much more formally trained harmonic vocabulary.  

Two very different musical personalities 

Mellin supplied the architectural and orchestral dimension.  
His Hammond could provide enormous sustained harmonic masses, classical-sounding chord progressions, 
pedal tones and dramatic crescendos.  
He had considerable formal training—he had entered the Royal Danish Academy of Music at fourteen—and 
was the only member of the original ACHE with formal musical education.  

Finn supplied the human, earthy and improvisational counterweight.  
His electric guitar could be bluesy, biting, lyrical or psychedelic, often cutting through Mellin's large organ 
sonorities rather than simply doubling them. 

That contrast was particularly important to ACHE's "symphonic" character:  
Mellin tended toward the grand and compositional; Finn toward the spontaneous and expressive. 

Their best interaction was almost conversational 

I would describe their relationship as dramatic call-and-response. 

Mellin might establish a large harmonic landscape on the Hammond; Finn would enter with a guitar phrase 
that challenged, decorated or emotionally personalized it.  
Mellin could then answer with an organ figure, change the harmony underneath Finn, or build the intensity 
until guitar and organ became almost indistinguishable as a single wall of sound. 

This fits contemporary commentary from 1969, which singled out Finn and Peter as the musicians who 
conveyed the emotional content of ACHE's music. The same review praised the band's exceptional 
ensemble playing.  



 
And importantly: it wasn't polished fusion 

There is something quite youthful and adventurous about their interaction.  
ACHE were experimenting with what could happen when: 

 the Hammond organ's classical/symphonic possibilities  
 met the electric guitar's blues vocabulary  
 over Torsten Olafsson's unusually melodic bass  
 and Glenn Fischer's powerful, comparatively economical drumming.  

Finn has recalled that the musicians spent enormous amounts of time rehearsing, improvising and 
experimenting together, and that this process generated many of ACHE's original ideas.  

So I wouldn't characterize Mellin and Finn simply as "organist and guitarist."  
They were more like two lead instruments occupying different emotional territories. 

Mellin gave ACHE its cathedral; Finn gave it its human voice. 

And when the two really locked together, the result could be simultaneously heavy, psychedelic, dramatic, 
blues-inflected and surprisingly symphonic—probably one of the most distinctive aspects of ACHE's 
original sound. 


