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ChatGPT.com at a. 1:15 p.m. Danish Summer time:
Did the original Danish symphonic rock band ACHE in reality tell stories with their music?

Yes — but with an important qualification.
The original ACHE did tell stories with music, but often more through musical development, atmosphere
and multimedia concepts than through conventional song lyrics.

The evidence suggests at least three different kinds of “storytelling” in original ACHE:

¢ Narrative/conceptual music.
De Homine Urbano was explicitly created as music for Peter Schaufuss's rock ballet.
The ballet told the story of a young man struggling with communication, falling in love, losing the
girl, taking drugs, and experiencing an increasingly intense “trip.”
ACHE's music therefore functioned as part of a dramatic narrative rather than simply as a collection
of songs.

e Lyric storytelling.
Although ACHE was fundamentally an instrumental band, when particular pieces seemed to “ask
for” words, Torsten Olafsson supplied lyrics, either sung or recited.
The Invasion is a particularly clear example: its text presents a scene and a speaker addressing
people at a “Gate of Pleasure.”
Equatorial Rain likewise uses evocative imagery rather than merely providing a conventional pop
lyric.

e Large-scale theatrical storytelling.
Green Man eventually became part of Ache Rock Theatre, a multimedia “total show” combining
music, light, dance and theatre.
Finn Olafsson has described the individual pieces as functioning both independently and as parts of
this larger project.

So | would not characterize ACHE as a “storytelling rock band” in the sense of, say, a folk-rock group telling
a linear story in every song.
Rather, ACHE used music as a dramatic and narrative medium.

That distinction is particularly important because their instrumental approach could itself carry narrative
meaning.

Contemporary reviewers described their performances as symfonisk and as musical “trips,” emphasizing
the way the pieces developed through contrasting sections and intense instrumental passages.

In fact, | think one of the most interesting things about the original ACHE is that the four musicians could
tell a story collectively without necessarily needing words.

Glenn Fischer's drums, your bass, Peter Mellin's Hammond organ and Finn Olafsson's guitar could create
tension, movement, climax and resolution much as characters and events do in a conventional narrative.



So, in a concise formulation:
ACHE did not primarily tell stories with lyrics; they told stories with musical form.

When words, ballet, lights and theatre were added, that musical storytelling could become an actual
dramatic narrative.

That is arguably a more revealing way of understanding the original ACHE than simply calling them a
“progressive rock band.”



